Scriptures

Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

3 Many peoples shall come and say,

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LorD from Jerusalem.

4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’® 3 This
Is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.”

*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. ° Then the people of
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Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the
Jordan, ® and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.

"But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? & Bear fruit worthy of repentance. ° Do not presume to say to
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 1° Even now the axe is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

1] baptize you with™ water for repentance, but one who is more powerful
than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you witht the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing-fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’
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®>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;

®then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,@
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8 A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,"
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.
®No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
10 And the ransomed of the LoRrD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah®® took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 1° Her husband Joseph,
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly. 2° But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. 2t She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22 All this took place to
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
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23| ook, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel’,

which means, ‘God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 2° but had
no marital relations with her until she had borne a son;® and he named him
Jesus.

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 2 All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being #in him was life,® and the life was the light of all

people. ®> The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. “He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. °® The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world."!

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 1! He came to what was his own,!d and his own
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
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